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occurs in any of these territories to-day is of more than local
interest. Like the tap of a probe on an abscess that is ready
to burst, it reveals the distribution of forces to those in-
terested.
Sinkiang's Neighbours.
Allies but not subjects of the reigning Manchu dynasty,
the Mongols seceded from China during the revolution of
1911.
Outer Mongolia, to the south of Siberia, has about a
million inhabitants. After various ups and downs, it was
evacuated by the Red Army and had its independence
recognized in 1924. But Soviet advisers remained in the
"Popular Government" formed by the Young Mongols, who
advocated numerous reforms.
Manchurian Mongolia, with two million inhabitants, was
constituted an .autonomous province of Hingan by the
Japanese of Manchukuo in 1933. These Mongols form a
conservative group about certain princes who seem to be
attached to older customs.
Inner Mongolia has one million inhabitants. It is very
close to China and in theory still forms part of it. But its
nomad Mongol inhabitants appeal in vain to the Nanking
Chinese to protect their interests against Chinese farmers who,.
day after day, advance implacably, encroaching steadily on
their pasture lands. Naturally these "planter" farmers are
supported by the authorities, and the nomads, grouped
about Teh Wang, get nothing. Too feeble to be independent,
the Mongols might have chosen between two opposing
tendencies. On the north were the Sovietized revolutionaries,
on the east the conservative Japanese. Had they opted for
one or the other, the balance of power would be upset.
Either the U.S.S.R. or Japan would have found enemies on
the other side of great stretches of its frontiers in case of war.
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